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IN THIS REPORT:THANK YOU TO OUR 2019 
BUHL PARK PREMIER PARTNERS!

Photo Contributed by Community Member, Melissa Jones

2019 Year ln Review
                  Many Ways to Make a Gift
“What if you could make one investment in your community that simultaneously increased home values, 
generated more sales for local businesses, and attracted new jobs and employees? What if that investment 
also increased civic engagement, encouraged neighbors to get to know each other, and improved public 
health at the same time? Such an investment exists, and it’s called a public park.”

The endowment left by Frank and Julia Buhl provides less than half of the Park’s $1.2 million annual budget. 
Your Park does not receive funding from local taxes and needs to raise over $700,000 annually to break even. 
The difference between a good park and a great one is the community. Your financial support helps us 
continue to meet the ever-increasing costs to maintain the park. The Buhl’s vision is still growing. Help us 
grow the Buhl’s Living Legacy into the future. Here are six easy ways to support Buhl Park:

  Including a bequest in your will
  Charitable Lead Trust
  Listing Buhl Park as a retirement policy beneficiary
  Purchasing a memorial in honor or in memory of a loved one
  Select Buhl Park as your Amazon Smile charity of choice
  General donation to Buhl Park by visiting www.buhlfarmpark.com/donate
 

Excerpt from April, 2019 article published by HRG Engineering & Related Services for the Pennsylvania Borough News Magazine. 

Where does Buhl Park get its revenue?
Much of It Comes from Friends and Users of the Park. Buhl Park needs about $1.2 million annually 
provide our summer concert series, to cut the grass, clean the shelters, operate the Golf Course, Tennis 
courts, Pickleball courts, run our pool, collect the leaves and to operate all of our other facilities. We get 
about $500,000 of this need from our endowment, but we must raise the remaining $750,000 just to 
keep the gates open and lights on. That means we must raise over $2,000 every day of the year

The following are some of the major ways that members of our community help Buhl Park meet our 
annual financial goal:

-Shelter, Casino and Facilities rentals
-Taking part in our three major fundraisers (27-Hole Golf Scramble, Ladies Tee Off, Benefit Dinner)  
-Attending our summer concert series - buying hotdogs and 50/50 tickets 
-Sending your children to the Summer Youth and Summer Youth Golf programs 
-Using our Community Pool
-Purchasing Memorial Benches, Bricks and Trees honoring loved ones
-Making donations to park operations or the endowment
-Volunteering
-Attending our community events 

If you are contributing to Buhl Park’s financial stability, THANK YOU!  If you want to help the park, we 
invite you to become involved. Attend our functions, support our activities, rent our facilities or donate 
your time or money. It takes a real effort every day to keep our marvelous community park beautiful and 
financially sound. Join us in our efforts to continue building a healthy, happy and connected community!
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Activities Building Renovations
Over the years, the Activities Building has been 
home to many park programs and private events, 
and is an important part of the Park’s history. The
building was last renovated in 1989 and is in des-
perate need of mechanical and cosmetic upgrades.  
The aging roof and HVAC equipment are overdue 
for replacement.  The building, including the 
restrooms, is not wheelchair accessible but can be 
made inclusive with major improvements.

As a nonprofit organization, Buhl Park relies heavi-
ly on rental income to fund multiple park opera-
tions and the Activities Building is an increasing 
source of rental income for the park during peak 
season. It is rented throughout the week and every 
weekend and serves as a space for public 
programs, field trips and the park’s summer camp. 
For the past two years, this dual-purpose building 
has been functioning to accommodate the rentals 
and multiple programs offered. 

As the park’s educational programs grow and 
rental demand increases, it is now becoming 
immensely difficult to balance between two very 
different but necessary purposes.  A dedicated 
environmental education building would allow 
the Activities Building to function solely as a 
rental space and be renovated to maximize that 
purpose.  Renovation costs for the Activities 
Building are estimated at $425,000.

Will you partner with us to bring this project to 
life? Please consider making a donation to this 
endeavor by designating a donation to “Environ-
mental Project” in any of the following ways:

• Donate online at: buhlfarmpark.com/donate 
• Mail a check 

Buhl Park is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, 
relying solely on community support to continue 
providing value to visitors and to the region.  We 
appreciate your help.
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A Letter From Our Board President...

The Board of Directors of Buhl Park Corporation and the Buhl Trustees are pleased to 
present this annual report to the community. In the early 1900’s, Frank and Julia Buhl 
developed the Park for the benefit and enjoyment of the community. Since then it has 
been the favorite location of many looking for peaceful solitude, a place to maintain 
personal fitness, have friendly competition, hold a family gathering or attend a 
community event. With over 400,000 visitors in 2019, the Park has never been more 
popular in the community.

During 2019 several improvements were made to the facilities and additional programs 
were added for the use and enjoyment of the community. None of these improvements 
could have occurred without the financial contributions of those in the community who 
support the Park. All were paid for through grants, gifts or donations specifically 
designated for the particular program or improvement.

Some of what was accomplished during 2019 includes:

 • The pickleball courts were constructed and opened for use. They offer another  
     opportunity for the community to experience activities that promote health,  
     wellness and interaction with others.

 • Our Strategic Plan was completed after many hours of input from staff and   
     board members. This plan gives the Park a roadmap to assure adherence to 
     our vision and to our mission statement and that goals are achieved.  
 
 • Playground equipment was repaired, removed and replaced to assure 
    compliance with safety standards. A new musical playground will be installed  
    this spring.
 
 • A Master Plan was developed for a new Environmental Learning Center, 
    renovations to the Activities Building and a Wetlands Restoration Project. 

 • Our first bridal show was a  success and we will host another show this March.

Over 12,000 people attended the annual fireworks display to celebrate the July 4th 
holiday and over 450 children participated in the various youth programs at the Park. 

In the coming year we look to begin to implement the Strategic Plan and work to 
encourage more use of the Park by community groups and the public in general. We 
will be directing our energies to maintain Park infrastructure and facilities and expand 
our wellness and environmental education programming. You will see increased efforts 
to share information with you about the Park and Park events. 

The Buhl Park vision “Building a healthy, happy and connected community” is a 
commitment from every board member and employee of the Park. We pledge that our 
efforts are focused on assuring that the Park will always remain relevant in meeting the 
needs and expectations of the community and is here to be enjoyed by future 
generations. We appreciate your past support and thank you in advance for your 
continued support of the Shenango Valley’s outdoor recreation jewel – Buhl Park.

Sincerely, 
Gary Hinkson,
President
Buhl Park Corporation
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Buhl Park Corporation

Buhl Park is brimming with opportunities to do, dream, and discover.
Buhl Park is a recreational and cultural gem in the heart of  Western Pennsylvania’s 

Shenango Valley. As an award-winning, premier 
destination, the park welcomes nearly half  a million local and national visitors each year. 

From children to seniors, athletes to spectators, culture seekers to nature enthusiasts, 
there is something for everyone at Buhl Park.

Beyond features and amenities, Buhl Park fosters health and wellness, environmental 
stewardship, and regional economic development. On a personal level, the park is a 

breathtaking setting for memories and the inspiration for adventure, art and reflection.

As a private park, Buhl Park is not managed by municipalities or the government. The 
Park relies on community support to continue 

providing value to visitors and to the region. Learn how you can help.

Vision
Building a healthy, happy, and connected community.

Mission
Fulfilling the Buhl legacy by providing recreation, education, and 

entertainment while promoting a healthy lifestyle and thriving environment.

2020 Here’s What’s Happening

Environmental Education Building
The Environmental Education Building will be a 
multipurpose space with sufficient tables, seating 
and durable floor surfaces that would stand up to 
heavy traffic as well as messy activities and ample 
storage. The building will have movable walls for 
partitions and displays, as well as large doors that 
could be opened to provide a unique indoor/out-
door space.  Restrooms and sinks will be ADA 
compliant, designed to accommodate school 
groups, and allow for easy clean-up. Access will be 
available to Sandy’s Place, the park’s outdoor 
classroom as well as access to the nearby nature 
trails through the Meadow and connecting to the 
Buhl Park Nature Trail.

There are six school districts within 5 miles of the 
park, therefore the building will need to be around 
3,200 square feet to accommodate the average 
size of school field trips groups. Schools in the area 
are in need of local, affordable field trip options 
and Buhl Park is in a unique position to offer 
educational programs to supplement state curricu-
lum. Estimated building costs for an Environmental 
Education Building and expansion to the parking 
lot are still being determined.

In 2020, we will begin a multiple year project that 
will include a restoration of the Buhl Park wetlands, 
contruction of an environmental education building 
and the renovation of our Activities Building.  This 
capital campain will consist of grant applications 
and community donations. The sections below 
describe the scope of these three projects.

Wetland Restoration Project
The purpose of the wetland restoration project is to 
restore the function of the wetland areas allowing 
for the filtering out of pollution and contaminated 
run-off. The project will involve the excavation and 
removal of the non-native invasive plants (phrag-
mites) and the construction of a device allowing the 
water to pool in the wetlands.  

A healthy, functioning wetland will improve water 
quality in the entire Shenango River Watershed and 
will provide a safe aquatic habitat for our fish and 
wildlife.  The entire project will include construction 
of a nature trail, a boardwalk, observation decks, and 
educational signage.  When complete, this project 
will allow the public, and more specifically, our 
environmental education community, an opportunity 
to learn about the function and importance of
 wetlands.  The estimated costs of this project is 
approximately $240,000. 

 

Environmental Education Project
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Youth�Programming
Newest Addition to Sandy’s Place

Life-size wooden animal cutouts were cut and 
installed by Mercer County Career Center students 
and Park volunteers. These pieces are not only 
aesthetically pleasing, but they also serve a greater 
purpose. The animals are used throughout outdoor 
environmental lessons that are taught by our 
educators.  Many families who visit Sandy’s Place 
enjoy learning about the animals and love taking 
photos with these new life-size friends.

Special thanks to Constellation Energy for providing 
us with the grant money to make this project 
possible.  

    9 in school lessons    6 school field Trips    59 COOL Lessons    5 Scout Badge Programs
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LADIES TEE OFF

CELEBRATE THE SEASON

BUHL PARKGOLF OUTING

BUHL BRIDAL SHOW

Last year, our First Annual Buhl Bridal Show welcomed over 
200 guests including almost 100 brides to be. This year we 
are looking to attract even more potential clients with unique 
vendors who have ‘all things wedding’. From accessories to 
photographers, bachelorette party ideas to entertainment 
and everything in between.

All spouses-to-be and their entourage are invited to visit our 
show for $10 per person at the door that includes a sheet of 
tickets for our raffle baskets. Once signed in, the 
spouse-to-be will receive a “Swag Bag” filled with goodies to 
get started but also useful for information picked up along 
the way including business cards, flyers, samples, and trinkets 
provided by our vendors.

One of out largest fundraisers, our Ladies Tee off reached its 
21st year.  All proceeds from the event go towards the Junior 
Golf and First Tee Programs. Our committee of around 10 
ladies, including Buhl Park staff members, work diligently to 
get sponsors, teams, and donations to make the event 
successful. This year we had 21 teams that played in the 
scramble. At the luncheon, we raffled off over 30 auction 
items and gift certificates. We also had the most "Luncheon 
Only" guests to eat the delicious food by Weber's Catering. 
With new ideas each year, we are looking to make a "splash" 
with a fun luau theme on Wednesday September 2nd, 2020! 
Team registration, donation requests, and sponsor forms can 
be picked up inside of the Casino. 

The Buhl Park 27-Hole Golf Scramble, formerly known as the 
"Joe Val", has been around for 26 years and continues to be a 
highlight during the kick-off of the Summer season. With 20 
teams and 20 sponsors in 2019, this golf scramble is 
one-of-a-kind that features 27-holes on the Avalon and Dum 
Dum Golf Courses, food and beverage stations throughout 
the courses, an Adidas pro-shop pop-up tent, a Trackman 
experience, and prizes and dinner at the end of the day. This 
golf outing has become our largest grossing golf fundraiser 
that contributes to the $225,000 a year it takes to run the 
Free Dum Dum Golf Course. Stop in the Casino offices for 
more information on putting a team together or becoming a 
sponsor!

Buhl Parks Annual Benefit Dinner “Celebrate the Season” was 
held on Friday, December 13th at Avalon Country Club and 
was considered a great success!  It was our sixth year having 
this event and attendance to this year increased from 145 last 
year to 300 this year.  The proceeds from this event go toward  
the operating expenses of the park and we really want to 
thank the community for their support. The musical entertain-
ment for the night was provided by the band “4 Kings and a 
Queen”.  Also, there was a silent auction with great items 
donated by the community and a Wine Pull where guests 
could pay $20 for a cork and randomly draw to win bottle of 
wine.  Lots of fun was had by all, so mark your calendars for 
Friday, December 11th and plan to attend next years dinner.



For six weeks, nearly 200 kids took part in the Park’s Summer 
Youth Program. New this summer, we had programs from 
Tamarack Wildlife Rehab Center, the Erie Zoo, Carried Away 
Outfitters, and Sharon Regional Medical Center. Our Youth 
Program continues to carry on the tradition from years ago of 
providing outdoor educational and recreational activities. This 
year we wanted to introduce new and exciting ventures that they 
may not have had otherwise.  Equally, our new-found business 
partners loved their time spent with our kids and are looking 
forward to next year’s program.  

Thank you to the Palumbo Foundation and Margaret Walker 
Foundation for making these new opportunities available to our 
kids. 

Making First Aid Kits with Sharon Regional Medical Center Drive-In Movie with “Grandma Eleanor”

YOUTH  PROGRAM

This year, we continued our partnership with the 
Sharon and Farrell School Districts. Each group of 

students come to the park monthly for an environ-
mental education lesson. Students have done a 
park-wide scavenger hunt, learned about mush-

rooms, grew milkweed plants, went bird watching, 
caught frogs from the pond and learned “Leave No 
Trace” principles. We are looking forward to even 

more exciting lessons to come in 2020!
-Katie Nowland, Dir. Environmental Education 

Pictured above, Katie Nowland leads a group of students
on a bird walk while also teaching them how to use binoculars.

C.O.O.L Program
Children’s Opportunities for Outside Learning

Check out buhlfarmpark.com/sandysplace for more information on how to 

bring your group to Sandy's Place for a field trip or other program

EVENTs
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SPRING CLEAN UP WINTER FEST

SUMMER CONCERTSFISHING DAY

GET OUTDOORS DAY LIGHT UP THE SKY FALL FEST

Taking A Look Back...



Assembled educational furniture,
Stained and hung wooden animal 
silhouettes for Sandy’s Place

Cleared water runoff drains and
organized the service storage area

Trimmed trees and shrubbery along 

roadways in the Rose Garden, 
around the Gazebo, and the Tennis Center

Decorated for the Holidays
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Recreation
Pickleball Project Comes To Life
Six premier pickleball courts were installed at our Golf 
Course facility, just west of the driving range tees. During 
the construction process, Pickleball was played on our 
tennis courts to encourage play and to gain interest within 
the community.  Weather permitting, every Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday, mornings around 30-40 players met 
to play. The Shenango Valley Pickleball Players Association 
(SVPPA) organized the weekly play and also hosted a 
tournament at the Tennis Courts to help raise money for 
the project. Their efforts in raising money for this project 
far exceeded our expectations and we greatly appreciate 
their support. For 2020, there are plans to host lessons and 
2-3 tournaments in conjunction with the SVPPA.  Fees for 
pickleball are yet to be determined. There are also plans to 
add seating and landscaping around the Pickleball courts as 
well as an acrylic coating to the surface of the courts. 

Project completed by Sharon Paving, started in beginning of 
August 2019, ended in Mid-October 2019. Funded by: DCNR, Visit 
Mercer County, Shenango Valley Pickleball Players Association, 
Memorials of Peggy Laskey, and anonymous donors.

Loyal Volunteers Of Buhl Park
A volunteer group of about 20 people was formed this year to do various projects every Thursday morning 
throughout the year. Here is what has been completed by this group in 2019:

Special thanks to all of the group members for their time.  We look forward to working with you again in 2020!  

Holiday Light Display
Many volunteers and students from Sharon HS assisted with decorating.

Thank you to sponsors:

HERMITAGE

SHARON 
AMERICAN 

LEGION
FISCHER

ELECTRIC
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Splish Splash
During the 2019 pool season, crowds were 
large as many came out to enjoy the beauti-
ful weather and cool down in our pool. We  
accomodated our lap swimmers this year by 
adding a designated lane that was accessible 
during all pool operating hours as well as 
desinated lap swim times in the morning. 
Our pool also hosted our “Movies Under The 
Stars” series which featured 3 free outdoor 
movies.  Families were invited to join us for a 
movie by the pool along with a concession 
stand and free popcorn!     

Painted all of the “No Parking” posts and replaced
and painted boards on over 35 picnic tables.



Community

Pictured above, students from Sharon (left) and Hickory (right) High Schools volunteered their time to 
help with projects such as decorating for the holidays and painting signage around the Park. 

Update On The Tracks
In September, “The Tracks” hosted the first ever Pump Track Championship 
event that drew in 27 participants with ages ranging from 3 to 47. To cheer 
them on were about 40-50 spectators watching the event. 
“Visit Mercer County” came to do a video shoot of the event to promote 
activities in the area. Plans for 2020 include hosting a summer circuit that 
will include 3 events where point totals will be accumulated and will count 
towards the participants scores leading into the Championships at the end 
of the year.  With the success of the Pump Track Championship event, we 
have hopes of adding mountain bike racing as well.

PUMP TRACK  and  MTB TRAILS

Buhl Park’s
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What is your favorite thing 
to do at the Park...?
“I love to run at the park whenever I’m back for a visit, I try 
to get there once a month. The flower garden is beautiful 
in all seasons! What a gem!”                               -Debbie B 

“I love to walk, so I take a beautiful stroll around the park. 
Also, I love to sit on my bench in the Flower Garden and 
enjoy the peacefulness and scenery”                -Kathy M    

“When I come "home" every year I make a trip to the park 
with a good book, sit and watch the ducks and just take in 
the beauty of the park...it's so relaxing.”          -Kim B

Volunteers are the backbone of Buhl Park. You can help by volunteering your time, talents, or expertise 
in a variety of ways. Here are some of the things you can do to help: gardening/landscaping, assisting 

with programs and events, service groups are welcome, students working for community service hours.
Please contact us if you are interesting in joining our groups of volunteers!  

Volunteer Opportunities

Disc Golf Still Going Strong
A report from Trevor Murphy, Shenango Valley Disc Golf Alliance

In February, we hosted 76 Players from around the Region for our 
4th Year. Folks play 1 Round with our Bumbles (Snowman) Targets 
out on the course. We raise funds not only for the Club but for 
Buhl Park and the Community Food Warehouse Mercer County. 

In March, we hosted the United States Match Play Qualifier 
followed by the championship in April. We had 9 Players from 
across the state that participated at Buhl for a berth to the Finals 
in Kansas City. 

Our annual Early Bird Open was held in May that brought in 76 
Regional Players from Pittsburgh to Cleveland, from Cincinnati to 
Philadelphia.

And finally, our largest event of the year, the SVDGA Open was 
held on July14th and 15th with 76 Players playing 2 Days of events 
between the Buhl course and The Pines at Shenango Lake course.
These players were not only regional, but brought in a few from 
the other side of the Planet! We had 2 Players from Australia this 
year as well as players come from as far as California, Washington, 
and other states. 
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Golf - On The Right Track
Trackman is a state of the art launch monitor and golf simulator, commonly 
used as a practice aid by PGA and LPGA professionals. Trackman measures 
over 15 data points on ball and club metrics. In 2018, Trackman was installed 
at our First Tee Building and was introduced later in the year. In 2019, we 
expanded the use of the Trackman Golf Simulator for the Winter Golf League 
with over 45 adult and junior participants. Big thanks to our volunteer coach-
es who dedicate their time to facilitate this program. 

In 2019, our First Tee and Junior Golf program had over 100 participants 
from ages 7-18 and lasted for 9 weeks. 34% were new participants which 
were comprised from 16 different school districts, compared to 15 different 
school districts in 2018. We operated a similar schedule as 2018 because it 
was much easier for parents to drop off and pick up kids and due to positive 
feedback. Classes were offered mainly in the afternoon, with some options in 
the morning as well. Our participants learned golf fundamentals, life skills, 
and healthy habits. We also incorporated the use of our Trackman Golf 
Simulator into some of the classes, which breaks down the student’s swing to 
give them the best possible instruction as it pertains to golfing fundamentals. 
During the program, we hosted the Adult and Child Golf Classic which had 
close to 30 teams. This annual event features adult & child two-somes play-
ing 9 holes together on our golf course. We continued to enhance our social 
media presence by being active on Facebook and posting weekly updates 
with pictures from classes.

We also introduced some new programming to the curriculum.  The new 
programming included an Indoor Winter League, Drive, Chip, & Putt classes, 
and a PGA Jr. League.  The PGA Jr. League had 13 participants and they had 
the chance to play matches against 4 other local PGA Jr. League Teams.  
These participants enjoyed their experience so much that they wanted to 
keep practicing in the winter on our Trackman Golf Simulator, which they will 
be doing once a week from November to February.  The Indoor Winter 
League had a total of 20 junior golfers participating and gave us an opportu-
nity to maintain interest in our program year-round.

Our Junior Golf Committee also continues to remain heavily involved in the 
program.  The committee assists with the First Tee Program, fundraising, 
events, and community outreach.  

A few things to note:
1. Our First Tee program is extremely subsidized. In fact, each one-hour class   
     for the summer golf program only costs participants $4.44.  Our PGA   
     Junior League winter classes will only cost our participants $8.80 a week.    
     Continued grant support is needed for Buhl Park to offer this 
     comprehensive program at such a reduced cost.

2. Our participants practice and learn on a free golf course; no other First       
     Tee program can say that.

3. In 2020, we plan on continuing the current programing with intentions of       
    reaching out to more school districts in Lawrence County, as well as          
    schools in Ohio’s Trumbull and Mahoning counties.

Continuing To Grow The Game Of Golf

Playground Update
A playground inspection was completed in 2018 and pointed out that certain structures were not up to current 
industry standards. Due to the elements outlined in the playground inspection, it was more cost efficient to demol-
ish and replace the outdated structures compared to repairing them. Fundraising began immediately to address the 
issues revolving around the playgrounds. All the swings on Pokorney Road and near Polly’s Playground have since 
then been removed. The playgrounds by Shelter 3 and the Performing Arts Center were also removed.

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOR CONTRIBUTING FUNDS FOR OUR PLAYGROUND PROJECT:
City of Hermitage, Kachulis Family Foundation, Paul & Tina O’Brien, Palumbo Charitable Trust, SVF Betterment of 
the Valley, Sharon American Legion Post 299, Shenango Valley Quota Club, Quota of Hermitage, Winner Foundation.   

Updates to Polly’s Playground 
were made including adding 
new engineered wood fiber 
mulch, and a shade structure 
will also be added to the area 
to provide shade for families 
enjoying the space. Another 
addition includes a new bay 
with 4 belt and 2 toddler 
swings. There are plans to 
install an outdoor musical 
playground to replace the one 
that was removed by the PAC, 
which will also tie into the arts 
and music that take place in 
that area throughout the year.

Game, Set, Match - Tennis Programs Are Steady!
A message from Sue McLaughlin, Director of Tennis

Our Mixed Doubles Leagues had 20-24 players ages 12 – 88 each time throughout the spring, summer and fall. 
Two adult students took advantage of the free programming in which they received eight 1-hour lessons.  As for 

the junior programming, we had 23 students throughout the summer who received eight 1-hour lessons. We 
also had Round Robin Match days for advanced juniors which brought 11 students who participated in 90 

minutes of competitive play. Special events throughout the year included the following: In May, we once again 
hosted the Tri County High School Boys’ Tennis Tournament that brought 200+ participants plus many of their 
family members. In June, Senior Tennis Games sponsored by the Mercer County Area on Aging. There were 24 
participants.  And finally, in October, we hosted the Buhl Farm Invitational – Girls High School Tournament with 

120+ participants and many of their family members.


