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                  Many Ways to Make a Gift
The difference between a good park and a great one is the community. Your financial support 
helps us continue to meet the ever increasing costs to maintain the park. The Buhl’s vision is 
still growing. Help us continue to grow the Buhl’s Living Legacy into the future. Here are six 
easy ways to support Buhl Park:

  Including a bequest in your will
  Charitable Lead Trust
  Listing Buhl Park as a retirement policy beneficiary
  Purchasing a memorial in honor or in memory of a loved one
  Select Buhl Park as your Amazon Smile charity of choice
  General donation to Buhl Park by visiting 
           www.buhlfarmpark.com/donate
 

715 Hazen Road
Hermitage, PA  16148

724-981-5522
www.buhlfarmpark.com
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what is your...

worth?

did you know?
The endowment left by Frank and 

Julia Buhl provides less than half of the 
Park’s $1.2 million annual budget. 

Your Park does not receive funding 
from local taxes and needs to raise 

over $700,000 annually to break even.
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Pictured above is a group of volunteers from Rust City Church, formerly 
The Movement, who revived the workout stations along the Fitness Trail.

Volunteers are the backbone of Buhl Park. You can help by 
volunteering your time, talents, or expertise in a variety of ways. 
Here are just some of the many things you can do to help:
  -Gardening, landscaping
  -Assisting with programs and servicing events
  -Service groups are welcome 
  -Students can also work for community service hours

We are excited to be launching a new scheduled program that 
will be available to the public and completed with our volunteer 
coordinator. Look for more information to come in 2019!

THANK YOU TO OUR 
2018 BUHL PARK 

PREMIER PARTNERS!
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Buhl Park
Leadership A Message from our Board President

The Board of Directors of Buhl Park Corporation and the Buhl Trustees are 
pleased to present this annual report to the community. In the early 1900’s, 
Frank and Julia Buhl developed the Park for the benefit and enjoyment of the 
community. Since then it has been the favorite location of many looking for 
peaceful solitude, a place to maintain personal fitness, have friendly competi-
tion, hold a family gathering or attend a community event. With over 400,000 
visitors in 2018, the Park has never been more popular in the community. 

During 2018 several improvements were made to facilities and additional 
programs were added for the use and enjoyment of the community. None of 
these improvements could have occurred without the financial support of our 
community. All were paid for through grants, gifts or donations specifically 
designated for the improvement or program.  
Some of what was accomplished during 2018 includes:

 •   The restrooms at the Performing Arts Center were completely reno-           
                vated and made fully accessible to enhance the experience at the                                 
                PAC and at the inclusive playground.
   •   “The Tracks” were constructed – consisting of a paved bicycle pump               
                 track and unpaved mountain bike trails.

 •     An Indoor Golf Simulator was added at the golf course.
 •     Environmental classes and programming for all age groups were                                                   
                 implemented at Sandy’s Place.

In 2018 the Park was honored by being designated a “Great Public Space in 
Pennsylvania”, over 10,000 people attended the annual July 4th fireworks 
celebration and over 400 children participated in the various youth programs 
at the Park.

We plan even more additions and improvements in the coming year. Pickle-
ball courts will be constructed this summer and we are adding wellness and 
environmental education programs as well as some new and creative events 
for the community.  

The Buhl Park vision, “to enrich the quality of life in our community” is a 
commitment from every board member and employee of the Park.  We 
intend that the Park will always remain relevant in meeting the needs and 
expectations of the community and is here to be enjoyed by future genera-
tions. We appreciate your past support and thank you in advance for your 
continued support of the outdoor recreation jewel of the Shenango Valley, 
Buhl Park.

Sincerely, 
Gary Hinkson,
President
Buhl Park Corporation
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For several years, our play-
grounds and swingsets have 
been heavily used and abused. 
In 2018 we took the initiative to 
have a formal playground asse-
messment done.  The report 
stated that several areas 
needed improvements. Fortu-
nately, we have received partial 
funding to make the necessary 
improvements. We are, howev-

er, still seeking additional funds 
that will offset the remaining 
costs.  In 2019, our goal is to 
have all of the playgrounds and 
swingsets restored back to life. 
These projects will begin once 
the funds become availble.
 
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN DONATING 
TO THIS PROJECT, PLEASE CONTACT THE 
PARK CASINO OFFICE AT 724-981-5522.

P L A Y G R O U N D  U P D A T E

E X PA N D I N G  P R O G R A M S

 
Looking forward into 2019, Buhl 
Park’s Environmental Education pro-
gram will be aquiring more schools 
for field trips to Sandy’s Place and 
surrounding areas throughout the 
Park.  With a newly plowed pathway, 
a sound wall, a certified prairie and 
life-sized animal cutouts on the way, 
Sandy’s Place is continuing to expand 
it’s full potential.  

In 2018, we participated in local community events, including Earth 
Fest at Penn State and Munnell Run farm day, and hosted activities at 
the park for Winter Fest, Earth Day, Fall Fest and a Halloween party. 

P A R K  M E R C H A N D I S E
Have you been in the Casino offices 
lately? We’ve added a $1 t-shirt bin, 
clothes racks, a display tower, and a 
beautiful glass case with shelving to 
market our merchandise. All of our mer-
chandise is hand selected to specifically 
target what people love most about Buhl 
Park and how they want to showcase our 
beloved logo. With new apparel, a vari-
ety of accessories, and special design 
glassware, there is sure to be something 
for everyone and it’s a fun way to give 
back to the park with something memo-
rable in return as all merchandise pro-
ceeds benefit the Park. 



To efficiently operate and maintain Buhl Park; 

to provide outdoor recreational, educational, 

environmental and cultural opportunities; 

and to preserve the park for future generations.
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Our Mission

Our Vision

To enrich the quality of life in our community.

300 ACRES OF NATURE AT ITS FINEST, INCLUDING:
-7-acre lake for fishing & kayaking 
-9-hole public golf course, driving range & golf center
-18-hole disc golf course
-8 Tennis Courts
-Paws Place: off-leash dog park
-Ballroom & conference room
-4 shelters & activities building
-Sandy’s Place - Outdoor Learning Center
-Outdoor Swimming Pool
-3 playgrounds & 1 inclusive playground
-Fitness trail with workout stations
-The Tracks: Pump Track & MTB Trails

-Summer Youth & Junior Golf Program
-Arts in the Park
-Summer Concert Series & Outdoor movies
-Mentored Youth Fishing Day
-Free adult & junior tennis lessons
-Holiday pancake breakfasts
-Disc Golf tournaments
-Aquatic and fitness classes
-4th of July fireworks event
-Quarterly Bird Watching Walks
-Adult Wildlife Lecture Series

EDUCATION, ARTS & CULTURE, PROGRAMS & EVENTS:

Buhl Park is our area’s premier outdoor facility for health, 
wellness, socializing and just plain having fun!  Over 400,000 
people visit Buhl Park annually for many different reasons.  
Whether it is for peaceful solitude, personal fitness, friendly 
competition, a family gathering or community event - 
Buhl Park has something for everyone!
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BUHL PARK TO GET 6 OUTDOOR PICKLEBALL COURTS
Article by David L. Dye, Herald Staff Writer
“Pickleball is a sport similar to tennis but with shorter courts, 
different racquets and a different style of play. Bringing pickleball 
courts to Mercer County will now be possible with Thursday’s 
announcement that Buhl Park was selected by the Department 
of Conservation and National Resources to receive a $106,000 
grant.  The grant money will be used for construction of six 
asphalt outdoor pickleball courts with fencing.  ”Buhl Park is an 
outdoor gem for our citizens and a gathering place for fishing, 
bicycling, walking, running, exploring nature and enjoying disc 
golf,” state Rep. Mark Longetti, D-7th Hermitage, said. “This 
grant will allow us to add yet another recreational activity to the 
mix - one that has been shown to improve muscular strength, 
endurance and cardiovascular health.” 

The Pickleball Courts will be located at the Buhl Park Golf Course, toward the 
west end of the Driving Range.  The project should be completed by the fall of 2019.

Mary Lynn Reid points out the
future location of the Pickleball Courts

10
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THANK YOU

Trackman is a state of the art launch monitor and learning tool. 
Commonly used as a practice aid by PGA & LPGA Professionals, 
Trackman measures over 15 data points on ball and club metrics. 
This new equipment helps propel the learning curve of the golf 
swing and fundamentals and will be immensely used in our junior 
golf programming. In addition, the park has built an indoor golf 
simulator that is powered by Trackman technology. The simulator 
will be the home to indoor practice sessions, simulated golf courses, 
par 3 courses, and skills challenges. The simulator opened in winter 
of 2018 and will host junior golf programming, adult & child leagues, 
and individual rental and lesson opportunities.

� � � � � � � � � � � � � �

BUHL PARK
GOLF CENTER UPDATE

Dedicated in 2018

sue mclaughlin
buhl park

In the spring, Sue McLaughlin, 
a lifelong resident, tennis 
advocate and director of tennis 
at Buhl Park, had the honor of 
the tennis center being dedi-
cated in her name. The dedica-
tion ceremony was held in 
conjunction with the annual 
Tri-County boy’s tennis tourna-
ment which Sue has run since 
1983. Her love for the game of 

tennis inspires her to offer free 
adult and child tennis lessons 
during the summer. Teaching 
others the game is her passion
and she likes to remind them to 
“not sweat the small stuff.” 
Afterall, tennis is the sport
for a lifetime - Sue has truly exem-
plified that. The Park’s tennis 
courts are open spring through 
fall and open to the public.

TENNIS CENTER DEDICATION CEREMONY

In 2017 Buhl Park decided we would take on 
providing the community with a outdoor light 
display of the Buhl Timblin Casino. Although we 
received great compliments for our efforts, we 
had electrical nightmares; blown breakers, messy 
extension cords, and having to manually turn the 
lights on/off each night.

Earlier this fall the park decided we wanted to 
take what we did last year up a notch. We had 
professional electricians install conduit, electrical 
panels, and timing mechanisms to allow the park 
to offer the community an even better light 
display. The electrical work was  paid for by the 
Sharon American Legion and an anonymous 
donor, while the Christmas Lights were donated 
by Hermitage Lowe's. Sharon and Hermitage High 
School students along with other volunteers 
helped us hang lights and garland.

The light display was a community undertaking 
and could not have been completed without a 
tremendous amount of support. The Casino 
lighting was on from November 19th 2018 - 
January 8th, 2019. The park is excited to continue 
to grow our outdoor light display year after year!

Photo taken 
by Doug Butchy

LIGHT DISPLAY

BUHL PARK THANKS

HERMITAGE

SHARON 
AMERICAN 

LEGION

their dogs and handlers can work in such a beauti-
ful green space being exposed to walkers, and 
other dogs while they learn their jobs.  

While talking to John Brannon, Shallow Creek Ken-
nels owner, we learned that all of the local police 
department K-9 dogs have come from his kennel 
and continue to train with him on a routine basis.  

Please watch for these wonderful dogs and their 
handlers in training and thank them for their 
service as you too enjoy our beautiful park.

-Sharon and Hermitage High School Students
-Anonymous Donors

Most Dogs come to 
the park to play 
and walk with their 
owners! These dogs 
come to the park to 
work!

SHALLOW CREEK KENNELS, 
which is located in Sharps-
ville, has chosen our beautiful 
park as a location to bring K-9 
dogs and their handlers for 
advanced training. This part-
nership began last June when 
30 officers and their dogs 
from across the country 
arrived at the park for train-
ing. As we talked with the 
officers, we learned they 
were from police depart-
ments, the military, drug 
enforcement agencies, and 
other federal agencies. Shal-
low Creek loves the fact that   

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON SHALLOW CREEK KENNELS,
PLEASE VISIT WWW.SHALLOWCREEKK9.COM4 9



buhl park thanks
Margaret M.

Walker
Charitable Foundation

Thanks to a grant from the Margaret M. Walker
Charitable Foundation and countless work hours 
spent by Gerasimek Tree & Stump Removal, Buhl 
Park opened The Tracks - Pump Track and MTB 
Trails. Designed by DirtSculpt of Allentown, the 
pump track is designed for off-road cycling with 
twists and turns along with banked turns. As for 

the mountain bike trails, there are just over 4 miles 
of single track dirt mountain bike trails. Beginner, 

intermediate and expert runs, all consist
of man made features, jumps and downhill runs. 
The trails start and finish on the east end of the 

pump track and are open all year round.   

THE PENNSYLVANIA GOLF COURSE 
THAT HASN'T CHARGED GREENS FEES 
IN MORE THAN 100 YEARS
CONTRIBUTED BY MIKE BIRES, BEAVER COUNTY TIMES

Over 100 years ago, Buhl Park Golf Course 
opened as one of the best bargains in golf. 
Anyone could play free of charge.

It remains that way today.

To this day, it's the only free golf course in the 
United States. Any time anyone associated with 
Buhl Park has ever made that claim, it's never 
been disputed.

The park is funded and maintained through 
interest from the Buhl Trust Fund and donations.

It's a par-34 spread out over 30 acres that only 
plays 2,378 yards from the back tees and 2,192 
from the regulation tees. It's almost like a short 
executive golf course that doesn't have any 
par 5s.

The grass is cut regularly, and the greens, for the 
most part, are in excellent shape.

For golfers who want to play Buhl Park, it's first 
come, first serve. All they have to do is sign in 
upon arrival.
 Buhl Park Golf Course is such a fascinating story 
that USA Today once featured it as the best 
bargain in golf.

TO READ THE FULL ARTICLE, VISIT WWW.PGA.COM 
AND SEARCH “BUHL PARK GOLF COURSE” 

THE ARTICLE BELOW 
WAS PICKED UP BY 
THE PGA AND 
SHARED ACROSS 
THEIR PLATFORM 

HISTORY, AMENITIES HELP BUHL PARK WIN STATEWIDE AWARD
WRITTEN BY DAVID L. DYE,  HERALD STAFF WRITER

To receive the award, the City of Hermitage 
nominated the park to the APA in April, while 
Mary Lynn Reid, director of development at 
Buhl Park, filled out the application essay. 

While there were other parks that applied for 
the award, such as Moraine State Park, Russell 
said what really helped Buhl Park stand out 
was how well maintained and active the park 
was more than a century after its founding, 
despite not receiving any regular income from 
taxes or governmental assistance.

Since the park’s founding, its available facilities 
have expanded to include playgrounds, the 
swimming pool, and the environmental educa-
tion center Sandy’s Place. Other additions to 
the park, such as the disc golf course and the 
upcoming pump track, aren’t just good for 
local residents but help draw outside visitors 
to Buhl Park as well.
  

Friday morning was the first such 
visit for Doniele Russell, and as she 
saw the park being used by kids at 
playgrounds or people jogging with 
dogs, it only reaffirmed to her why 
she was presenting the park with a 
“2018 Great Public Space” award on 

behalf of the Pennsylvania Chapter of the American 
Planning Association.

“This place is absolutely gorgeous,” Russell said.
The award was presented to the Buhl Park Corpora-
tion Board of Trustees at their quarterly meeting 
Friday, which recognized Buhl Park as one of five 
designated public spaces and three greenways or 
trails as the 2018 Great Places in Pennsylvania. When 
determining who will receive the award, Russell said 
the APA looks at factors such as a place’s history, it’s 
connection to the community, activities available, 
safety and maintenance.

TO READ THE FULL ARTICLE, VISIT WWW.SHAROHERALD.COM AND SEARCH “BUHL PARK”

Photos taken by Cory Byknish,
The Herald 
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For the last 70+ years, the Summer Youth Program has 
been home to over 10,000 kids, most recently from 
kindergarten up through 8th grade. This long standing 
tradition hosts a variety of indoor and outdoor activities 
and learning opportunities to children for 6 weeks of the 
summer months. Along with the educational aspect of the 
camp, team building and “togetherness” is promoted using 
whole group games and lessons. Small adventures 
throughout the park are also encouraged in different age 
groups by traveling to the Performing Arts Center Stage, 
the Park Pool, and the Butterfly Garden. This is another 
program that receives grants in order to cover some costs 
incurred by running the camp. Each year we strive to 
make the experience better by continuing camp traditions
but also adding different educational aspects.  

YOUTH  PROGRAM

Env i ronm ental L Earn i ng  C ent e r  at Buhl  Park

BUHL  PARK

est. 1914

“D
um Dum”

JUNIOR GOLF PROGRAM

The Junior Golf Program was steady in year-to-year total 
participation. However, 39% were new participants. Those new 
participants were comprised from 15 different school districts. 
Our schedule and class offerings were revamped to ensure our 
participants were learning golf fundamentals, life skills, and healthy 
habits. This was done by largely increasing time spent in class per 
summer from 10 hours to 18 hours. Newly created evening class 
offerings were much easier for parents to drop off and pick up kids 
as well. We enhanced our social media reach by being much more 
active on Facebook and posting weekly updates with pictures from 
classes. We also started a newsletter which went out bi-weekly and 
provided information about events, programming, and participant 
opportunities. Our 2018 season was such a success, we are excited
for the upcoming year as we plan to continue to grow the program.

BUHL PARK’S JUNIOR GOLF PROGRAM

Coach Riley Atterholt instructs a group of students 
while outside on the putting green of the Buhl Park 
Golf Course.

 The activities are hosted at the park to help kids 
earn their 30 Sandy's Scouts badges, such as 

"cook on a campfire" and "build an igloo." For a 
small registration fee, the scout receives a "San-
dy's Scout field notebook" to record all of their 

adventures and progress on earning their badges.  
This summer, we built kites, camped in the park 

and explored the Rose Garden pond. With a 
successful first year, we have high hopes for our 

upcoming 2019 season!
-Katie Nowland, Dir. Environmental Education 

Our Sandy's Scouts 
program began as a 
year round family 
program with 
monthly activities. 

This fall, we have started a partnership with 
Sharon and Farrell School Districts. Each group 
of students come to the park every two weeks 

for an environmental education lesson. Stu-
dents have done a park-wide scavenger hunt, 
learned about trees, birds and have begun a 

long-term project observing a tree they chose. 
The program has just begun and we are looking 
forward to more schools joining in on the fun.

-Katie Nowland, Dir. Environmental Education 

C.O.O.L Program
Children’s Opportunities for Outside Learning
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